
 
 

Greensted Infant School & Nursery 

Teaching & Learning Policy 

 

This policy ensures that all children in our school are provided with high quality learning experiences 

that lead to a consistently high level of pupil achievement. 

 

Children learn through their total experience.  This policy guides what children do, what teachers do, 

how time is managed, the organisation of the classroom and what the school as an organisation does 

to create an effective and well-managed learning environment in which individual needs of each child 

can be met. 

 

Teaching & Learning 

 

We believe that children learn best when they: 

 are happy 

 are interested and motivated 

 achieve success and are recognised for their efforts 

 are given tasks which are appropriately planned and match their ability 

 clearly understand the task 

 are confident, secure and are aware of boundaries 

 are challenged and stimulated 

 

 

Teaching 

 

Teachers value, and ensure full access to the curriculum for, all pupils irrespective of their 

ability, race, gender, age, achievement, religion or any disability. 

 

Teachers should: 

 promote effective and positive interaction with pupils 

 promote high expectations 

 plan lessons which are clearly differentiated and have clear objectives & success criteria, 

which are communicated effectively to pupils 

 use a range of teaching styles & strategies  

 use a range of questioning to develop good Speaking & Listening skills and key vocabulary 

 recognise and manage effectively the support of other adults in the classroom 

 use well timed interventions to help pupils make good and outstanding progress 

 provide feedback to pupils about their progress 

 ensure that assessment strategies are implemented and records relating to agreed criteria 

and agreed areas of learning are kept 

 recognise the importance of health and safety 

 acknowledge and make the best use of the contribution of parents, the community and work 

carried out at home. 

 

 

 



Learning – children learn best when their work is planned appropriately  
 

Therefore we must: 

 base all planning on the evaluation and assessment of previous learning 

 ensure our long-term plans address balance, breadth and coverage of the national curriculum 

 ensure that short-term plans address the issues of differentiation such as pace, groupings, 

extension, support and resources 

 ensure that the needs of children with Special Education Needs are met in line with the SEN 

Code of Practice 

 ensure that all levels of planning relate to one another 

 plan regular opportunities for observations and focused assessment 

 ensure that our planning is rigorous but flexible enough to respond to the unexpected 

 record all significant and relevant achievements and assessment results  

 

Children will have the opportunity to: 

 work individually, in friendship & ability groups and as a class 

 think through their ideas and make decisions 

 discuss their ideas & work co-operatively  

 solve problems 

 lead their own learning & use their initiative 

 be creative and actively involved in their learning 

 develop social skills 

 develop independence 

 receive support 

 achieve academically, socially & emotionally 

 learn through play and theme-based activities 

 take responsibility and adopt leadership roles – class helpers, Friendship Monitors, School 

Councillors, Class Ambassadors 

 

The Learning Environment – children learn best when their environment is conducive to learning. 
 

Therefore we must: 

 create a safe, orderly, purposeful environment throughout the school, which is adapted to 

meet the needs of the age of the children and has reasonable adjustments made to meet 

individual needs within that classroom 

 ensure that the school looks attractive, welcoming and well maintained 

 expect children to take responsibility for resources, their work space and the whole classroom 

 ensure resources have a specific place and that they are labeled, available and accessible to 

the children 

 ensure that the classroom is resourced for the current learning 

 involve the children in the creation and maintenance of their environment 

 establish guidelines and boundaries about expected behaviour and ensure that these are 

known, understood and implemented by the children 

 draw upon a wide range of environments within the school, grounds, home and the local 

community, ensuring full access for all pupils 

 provide a variety of different types of display  

 create displays that reflect and support the current learning 

 create and maintain displays of a consistently high standard, reflecting the cultural diversity 

of society 



 ensure that every child’s work is represented on display at some time, reflecting individual 

children’s efforts and abilities 

 ensure that subjects other than art are displayed 

 

Celebrating Achievement 

 

Social, physical, creative and academic achievements are celebrated in many ways as an ongoing 

process in all aspects of school life by: 

 verbal or written praise by peers, teachers, Headteacher and parents 

 displays of work, in the ‘real’ world or on the website 

 opportunities to perform or share 

 encouraging self esteem  

 the awarding of stickers, credits and certificates 

 celebrating achievements in assemblies 

 

Home School Liaison – Children learn best when there are positive links between School, the 

Home and the Community 
 

Therefore we must: 

 be welcoming and approachable to all our visitors 

 provide informal and formal opportunities for parents to have reasonable access to the school 

 ensure appointed opportunities to discuss children’s progress 

 involve parents in their child’s development as and when necessary 

 listen to the interests, concerns and views of the parents 

 ask parents to inform us of significant changes that may impact on their child in school 

 keep parents informed about the school in newsletters, StudyBugs and on the notice boards 

and school website. 

 invite parents and members of the community to events, celebrations, performances 

 continue to inform parents of the intended learning 

 maintain and develop visits to the local community and invite visitors into school 

 encourage parents to support homework and to extend the children’s learning to the home 

environment 

 encourage active parental support in the classroom, through early morning work 

 continue to support the responsibilities of the governors 

 maintain our links and activities with other local schools and organisations  

 establish effective liaison at all points of transfer 

 provide clear, comprehensive records to inform the next school, parents and external 

professional agencies 

 

Whole School Development - children learn best when the whole School team works and develops 

together 

 

Therefore we must: 

 regard Greensted Infant School & Nursery as a learning organisation for all 

 recognise and value the different roles and responsibilities of all members of the staff and 

ensure that children and parents do the same 

 plan time to communicate between all adults involved in the class 

 plan, review and evaluate together 

 refer to Subject Leaders for support and advice 

 draw upon the expertise and talents of each other 



 recognise the contributions of all members of the staff 

 make decisions after whole-team consultations 

 ensure regular and effective liaison between Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 

 listen to and value each other’s opinions 

 be a critical friend to each other with positive, constructive support 

 continue to involve all members of the school in the process of school development planning 

 appraise and identify individual needs as well as the needs of the school 

 ensure relevant training opportunities and courses be provided 

 provide feedback from courses 

 ensure that the whole team is aware of all policies and decisions and that these are applied 

consistently 

 respect the confidentiality of adults and children in school 
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