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Welcome to Greensted Nursery 
We look forward to getting to know you and your 

child and hope that your time with us will be  

happy. 

This booklet will give you some helpful  

information.  Should you have any further  

questions please ask a member of staff. 

Meet the Staff 

Nursery Teacher: Miss Anderson & Mrs Singer 

 

Nursery Nurse:  Mrs Haward 

 

Learning Support Assistant: Mrs Atkinson 

 

Headteacher: Mrs Farrow 

 

Business Manager: Mrs Butterworth 

 

Clerical Assistants: Mrs Blaydes and Mrs Brown 
 

Session Times 
All day (30 hours): 8.45am—3.30pm (includes 

                                     11.45am—12.30pm lunchtime) 

Morning (15hours) : 8.45am-11.45am.  

 

Afternoon (15 hours): 12.30pm-3.30pm.  
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Aims of Greensted Nursery 

Vision Statement 

 

Greensted Infant School and Nursery offers an inclusive, 

secure and challenging learning environment in which all 

achieve, contribute and take pleasure in their own learn-

ing. 

 

  

 Aims of the School 

 

 To provide an enjoyable school experience. 

 To develop an enthusiasm for life long learning. 

 To provide experiences which will raise self-esteem,  
    encourage high expectations and creative thinking. 

 To enable children to become well rounded confident  
    Individuals, able to contribute to their communities and  

    to be independent and self sufficient. 

 To provide an inclusive challenging and stimulating  
    curriculum which meets the needs of all pupils and  

     satisfies the demands of a broad and balanced  

     provision.  

 To involve children, parents, staff, Governors and the     
    wider community in the education of our pupils. 

 To create an open, positive and supportive atmosphere   
    where each individual, irrespective of ability, race, age    

    or gender, is a valued member of our school. 
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Admissions arrangements 

All children who are 4 years old between 1st of September 

and the 31st August will join our nursery in September.  

 

Parents wishing to apply for a place at our nursery school 

must complete a registration form which is available from 

the school office.  The nursery can offer 26 places per 

session.   

 

Children can attend for either 15 hours per week (3 

hours per day either morning or afternoon), or 30 hours 

per week (6 hours per day, not including lunchtime 

11.45am—12.30pm).    

 

Children staying for 30 hours can chose to go home for 

lunch or parents can provide a packed lunch.  If children 

stay at Nursery at lunchtime, there will be a daily charge of 

£3.50 towards the cost of midday supervision. Parents 

wishing to apply for 30 hours provision must obtain an 

eligibility code prior to the start of term.  For more 

information, please visit www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.   

 

Parents are invited to attend two visits with their children.  

During one of the visits parents will be invited to attend an 

induction meeting with Mrs Farrow.  

Nursery staff visit children in their pre-school setting prior 

to their start date.  Home visits are also made by the 

nursery staff. 

 

Visits from prospective parents are warmly welcomed.  
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Term Dates  

 

 
Autumn Term            Wednesday 1st September to Friday 17th December 2021 

    Half term Friday 22nd October to Friday 29th October 2021 

 

Spring Term  Wednesday 5th January to Friday 1st April 2022 

    Half term Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February 2022 

 

Summer Term  Tuesday 19th April to Friday 22nd July 2022 

    May Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022 

    Half term Wednesday 25th May to Friday 3rd June 2022 

     

 

 

Holiday Dates 

 
Autumn Half Term: Friday 22nd to Friday 29th October 2021 

Christmas Holiday:    Monday 21st December 2021 to Tuesday 4th January 2022 

February Half term:     Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February 2022 

Easter Holiday:    Monday 4th April to Monday 18th April 2022 

May Day    Monday 2nd May 2022 

May Half Term:    Wednesday 25th May to Friday 3rd June 2022 

Summer Holiday:  Friday 22nd July to Thursday 1st September 2022 

 

 

Non-Pupil Days 

 

 
Our non-pupil days are specifically for our school and therefore not on the Essex 

County Council website. 

 

Friday 22nd October 2021 

Monday 3rd January 2022 

Wednesday 25th May 2022 

Thursday 26th May 2022 

Friday 27th May 2022 
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The Curriculum 

The context in which children learn: 

 

 Learning is FUN. 

 We offer a range of activities for  

 children to select and make choices.   

 The environment is safe and children can try things with-
out fear of failure. 

 Learning is practical and relevant to the child. 

 There are opportunities to work alone, in pairs, in large 
groups and with adults. 

 We encourage all children to join in. 

 We support those with Special Educational Needs by  
     reviewing and supporting progress focusing on areas of      

    development     

 

The adults: 

 

 Hope to develop positive partnerships 
with parents and carers. 

 Work with the children to increase his/her 
confidence and independence and  

 ensure they feel successful and confident  as a learner 

 Act as a role model to extend children’s thinking and 
learning.  

 Observe, record and review each child’s current level of 
development in order to plan appropriately. 

 Follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Guidance.  
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The Foundation Stage 

 

What is it? 
 
The Foundation Stage is the first stage of the National Curriculum  

focusing on the distinct needs of children aged 3 to 5 years. 

 

Why is it important? 

 
The Foundation Stage  provides children with secure foundations for 

later learning.  Children develop rapidly during this time, emotionally, 

socially, physically, and intellectually.   They are making sense of the 

world around them and developing their own preferred ways of  

learning and exploring.  (Rideout. D AIS 06) 

 

The importance of play 

 
Well planned play is central to children’s learning in the Foundation 

Stage.  Whilst playing children have 

the opportunities to investigate, ex-

plore, discover, practise, create,  

repeat, revise, challenge, extend and 

consolidate their developing skills, 

knowledge and  

understanding.  (Rideout. D AIS 06) 

 

Outdoor play 

 
Children are often active learners and therefore activities and  

experiences that allow them to explore using their whole bodies are   

    important.  The outdoor areas allow the  

    children to explore using all of their senses   

    in a safe environment and are equally as 

    important as the indoor environments. 
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What is the Foundation Stage Curriculum? 

 
The Foundation Stage is divided into seven areas: 

 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 

Helps develop children’s social 

skills and attitudes.  Children 

learn to play together by shar-

ing, co-operating, taking turns 

and 

considering each others needs.  

They learn to value themselves, 

other children and adults by 

helping each other in tasks.  

They develop their independ-

ence and self-help skills.  It also 

supports children in finding out 

about their own and others cultures and  

beliefs. 

 

 

  Communication and Language  

 Literacy—Reading and Writing 

 

Children are encouraged to communicate with one another and 

adults.  They will develop their thinking skills by talking through 

what they are doing and why and exploring their thoughts and ideas.   

Children will learn to listen carefully and enjoy a range of stories and 

rhymes,  and talk about books with others.  Opportunities are availa-

ble for children to develop their writing skills through mark-making 

using a variety of tools such as pens, pencils, and brushes.   
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 Physical Development 
Activities that help children to  

develop, practice and improve their fine -

motor skills that help them with their 

writing, cutting, modelling and using 

tools and equipment; and their gross 

motor skills through jumping, balanc-

ing, throwing, catching and climbing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mathematical Development 
 

Opportunities for children to count, calculate, 

sort, match and make  

patterns, recognise shapes,  

describe position and give them some early 

practical experience of measuring weight, 

length and time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Understanding the World 
 

 Opportunities for children to have  

 first-hand experiences of ICT,  

 science, history, geography and RE that  

 encourage exploration,  observation,  

 problem-solving, prediction and  

 questioning. 
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 Expressive Arts and Design 
 

 

 

 

        

           

 

 

          Includes art, music, dance, role-play and 

          imaginative play and helps children  

          become confident in using all of their 

          senses to explore and express themselves 

          in different ways in a stimulating  

          environment. 
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Important things you can do to 

help your child 

 Watch and listen to your child.  Talk to your child, joining in with his/her 
play or asking questions to challenge them. 

 

 Give praise and encouragement to develop their confidence and self-
esteem 

 

 Be a role-model for reading and writing, let your child see you writing 
and reading for different reasons everyday e.g. writing a shopping list, 

reading a school letter or a magazine.  If your child shows an interest in 

writing especially his/her name, please use lower case letters after the 

initial letter e.g. Marcia not MARCIA. 

 

 Let your child take the lead in your play and allow them to take charge 
of games and make up their own rules. 

 

 Help encourage their independence by letting them have a try at 
things. 

 

 Encourage their self-help skills e.g. putting on and taking off their own 
coat, going to the toilet unaided.  

 

 Remember not all children learn in the same way, some children will 
enjoy sitting indoors and sharing a book or drawing for a long period 

but others may prefer to be more active and enjoy learning outdoors 

e.g. chalking on the floor or counting how many times they catch a ball. 

 

 

It’s OK to play! 

I hear I forget 

I see I remember 

I do and I understand 
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Arriving 

 
Our morning and all day session starts at 8.45am and our afternoon 

starts at 12.30pm. 

 

Please try to arrive on time so that your child has maximum benefit of 

the nursery.  

 

Please help your child to self-register, choose a Nursery library book 

to share at home and settle to an activity before you leave.  

 

Settling in 

 
Some children  find settling into the Nursery difficult so please don’t 

worry if yours is one of these.  We will work with you to help your 

child.  If you leave your child upset, please do not hesitate to phone 

when you get home so that we can reassure you that he/she is okay. 

 

Leaving 
 

The morning session finishes at 11.45am and the afternoon and all 

day session ends at 3.30pm 

 

Once the nursery gate has been opened please wait for a member of 

staff to call out the children.  If you wish to speak to a member of staff 

please wait until all of the children have been sent out.  

 

 

It is extremely important that you collect your child on time.  

It is upsetting for a child to be left when all the other children 

have been collected.   

 

General Information 
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Please keep the school telephone number with you so you can let us 

know if you will be late and ensure we have a current contact number 

for you.  

 

If someone different is going to collect your child please let a 

member of staff know . 

 
Attendance 

 
It is important that your child attends nursery regularly to have benefit 

from the curriculum. 

 

If your child is ill or won’t be attending please let us know. 

 

Any absence of longer than two weeks could result in your child 

losing his/her place unless you inform us of the circumstances. 
 

Snack 

 
We provide a drink and fresh fruit snack which children have free 

access to throughout the session. We encourage the children to 

drink milk unless there is a dietary reason for them not to do so, in 

which case we supply  water. 

 

 

If there are any fruits your child cannot eat please let us 

know. 

 

We ask you to contribute 50p per week (part-time) or £1.00 

per week (full-time) for additional foods and cookery 

ingredients which are used to enrich the Nursery curriculum.   

 

Clothing 

 
Children are expected to be suitably dressed for a working day in the 

school uniform of green, grey and white. Children feel part of the 

school community and it encourages a sense of belonging and pride 

in the school. 
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The uniform consists of : 

 

 School’s yellow t-shirt* or white or yellow polo shirt or white blouse/shirt  

 School’s sweatshirt or cardigan* 

 Grey joggers, trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore 

 Green and white checked dress 

 

 

  The children will also need Wellington boots,    

  a raincoat, and a hat (summer or winter) at 

  school at all times, as the outside area is used 

  all year round.  

 

 

A spare set of clothing is essential in case of accidents, please bring them 

in a named bag ( a PE bag* is ideal) and leave them on your child's coat 

peg. 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CLOTHING MUST BE CLEARLY MARKED WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME  
 

*available from the School Wear Centre, Timberlog Lane, Basildon  

 

Footwear 

 

Low heeled black shoes or boots, or black and white sandals, are essential 

as children’s feet are still developing and children’s feet can be damaged 

by fashion shoes.  It is important that children can take their own shoes on 

and off. We would prefer children not to wear trainers or flip-flops to 

school.  

 

 

Jewellery 
 

No jewellery or watches should be worn at school.  These items are often 

lost, causing distress to the child.  Please leave them at home for safekeep-

ing.  Only small studs are suitable for pierced ears.   
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      First Aid 

 
       There is a qualified First Aider in the Nursery.  If we 

       are aware that your child has hurt themself, they are 

       treated and details are entered in the accident book.              

                                  They are given a note to inform you what has  

                                  happened.  

 

 

 

 

 

Behaviour 
 
We believe in building on positive behaviour rather than reinforcing 

negative behaviour.  We offer clearly defined boundaries and if 

behaviour is unacceptable it is dealt with immediately.   We have a 

system of rules, rewards and consequences and all staff follow the 

schools behaviour policy.  
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Greensted Infant School and Nursery 
Kirby Road 
Basildon 
Essex   

SS14 1RX 
 
 
 

01268 552535 
 


