
 

Our topic this week is Dragons 

Our book is ‘The Dragon Machine’ 

 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-

games/the-dragon-machine/  

 

spelling  

 

 

Sail Boat  

Spelling -  Choose 6 common words or spelling words from the grid below.  Write each word 

in the shape of a sail boat.  See example to the right. You can do this in different colours if 

you want to make it extra jazzy!  

  

  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/the-dragon-machine/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks-and-games/the-dragon-machine/


  

Common Word Memory Game   

  

Write out 8 of your common words on small pieces of paper/use your flashcards. Place the 

words out in front of you and look at them for 30 seconds. Get a volunteer to help you at 

this point. Close your eyes and your volunteer will then take away either 1, 2 or 3 common 

words.  When they have removed the words, they will tell you to open your eyes. You must 

then try and guess which common words are missing.  You can then swap roles with your 

willing volunteer and they they can do the guessing this time!  You can keep track of the 

score if you want- it is up to you!   

  

Reading 

For these Reading tasks, you will have to sing up to the Oxford Owls website and register as a 

parent: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/    This is free for the time being. Choose a book from 

the list below: - Toads in the Road (Mild)     - A Shock for Nok (Spicy)  - Key Trouble (Hot) - Cool 

Clive (Extra Hot)  

  

These books can also have the audio played with them so that your child can follow along as 

it is read. After reading the book, ask your child these questions: 1. Who is/are the main 

character(s)? 2. When/where is this story set? 3. Can you retell the story to someone in 20 

words or less? 4. Can you find 3 WOW words (adjectives) in the story? (These are words that 

make the sentence more interesting for the reader.)   

Writing 

Story Activity  

(Template below) Using one of the stories from above or a book of your choice complete 

the template attached or copy it.  When completing the story template, you can either write 

or draw pictures to describe the setting (where the story takes place), the main characters 

and the beginning, middle and end of the story.  Or maybe you could challenge yourself to 

try and do both? 

 



 

 

Silly Sentences 

Choose 5 spelling words from the grid above and write each of them into a silly sentence. 

Can you join the sentences together to make a story? Can you include any WOW words?  

Example: 1. Frank was a very silly pirate and he had a pet parrot called Joy.    2. One day 

Frank lost a gold coin in the sand. etc…….              

 

Creative Writing  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-somefun/storybooks-and-games/the-

dragon-machine/  

  

• Above is the link to the story of The Dragon Machine. Listen to the whole story twice to really 

listen to all the details.  We are going to think about the middle part of the story when George 

creates a Dragon Machine to take the Dragons back to the where they belonged.   

  

• Try to think of the sort of place a Dragon might like to live in.  What would it look like, what would 

be there? What might they like to do there? Are there things to eat? Is there anything there that 

could be dangerous?  Have some thinking time to focus on these questions. Feel free to note down/ 

draw any of your ideas.   

  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-somefun/storybooks-and-games/the-dragon-machine/
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• Using some of those ideas, your challenge is to continue this part of the story. Starting with:  

  

The large Dragon Machine lumbered through the night sky when at last it landed in/on………….   

  

In your writing can you try to include the following details: 

 • Where the Dragon Machine Landed.   

• What did it look like?  

• Would the Dragons like living there? If yes, why? 

 • How did the Dragons feel when they found out they were going to stay there?   

• Any other information you think is important!   

If possible, can you include a detailed drawing of the Dragon land you have described with your 

words?   

 

A reminder to:   

• Leave finger spaces between each new word. 

 • Capital letter at the beginning of a sentence and a full stop at the end of a sentence.  

• Try to sound out new words using the sounds you know. (try to apply your spelling patterns)   

• Say the sentence you are going to write before you start writing it, as this will help keep you on 

track!  

 • Re-read each sentence to make sure it makes sense before you move on 

• See example for what I am looking for! (The words underlined in pink are WOW words/phrases 

that make the story more interesting.)  

  

• A larger version of this is shown below.   

 



 



 



 

Topic ideas 

 

Design 

Design your own Dragon Machine. Similar to George’s machine, have a beginning, a middle and a tail 

end. Remember to draw as many details as you can and label the parts you have added.   

  

Where will your machine take you? What things do you need to make sure you take on your 

machine e.g. food, blanket?   

 

 

There are not only imaginary, firebreathing dragons in the World. We also have real dragons such as: 

Sea dragons, Komodo dragons, Flying dragons, Bearded dragons…  

Choose which type of dragon you would like to investigate further. Create a Fact File on your chosen 

dragon. Make sure you include a diagram along with your facts.   

Sea Dragon:   

Flying Dragon:  

Bearded Dragon:   

Komodo Dragon:   

 

Art  

Origami is the art of paper folding and is often associated with Japanese culture. It allows us to 

create sculptures without gluing or taping the paper.   

Try to follow the instructions at the bottom of this file to create your own Dragon’s eye 



In the story of the Clangers, one of the characters is called ‘Soup Dragon’. Can you find that 

character, or draw your own dragon, using the paint app below?   

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/search?q=clangers   

Remember the best way to control your cursor is by using your left hand to click and your right hand 

to move the mousepad. (This only works if you are using a laptop – if you are using a computer or an 

iPad, you have an extra challenge of how best to control your cursor).  

 

 

Flying Dragons  

This activity allows you to create your own dragon and make it fly! 

 INSTRUCTIONS BELOW 

 

 

  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/search?q=clangers


 

  

 

 

 



 


