
We hope that everyone is having fun and enjoying this time at home?! 

As promised, I have put together some ideas for ‘Getting Ready for Reception’…………… 

First off, I just like to say that being school ready is not necessarily about being able to write your name, or counting 

large numbers, although we always encourage these activities. Being school ready is more about having strong social 

skills, coping emotionally with being separated from parents, being independent in own personal care, and having a 

curiosity about the world and a desire to learn. Therefore, the suggested activities will be mainly focused on the 3 

prime areas of learning - Physical Development, Communication and Language and Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development. 

Here are some suggestions: 

1. Getting dress and undressed for PE - this can be very hard to watch, especially when they put their clothes on 

inside out and backwards.  But imagine how tricky it can be difficult for the teachers when they have 30 children to 

help! 

2. Putting on and doing up own shoes and coats - again, can be hard to watch, but with lots of encouragement your 

children will master these skills. 

3. Enjoying stories together - we talk about ‘looking eyes, listening ears, and closed lips’. Ask your children to join in 

with the familiar parts, or to suggest what might happen next in the story; or even an alternative ending. 

4. Sharing games, such as board games, snap, turn taking games - these are great for communication and social skills. 

5. Independent self-care skills - using the toilet, wiping and flushing; washing hands (you should all be experts at this 

now!) wiping noses correctly - schools expect your children to be as independent as possible with these skills. 

6. Mark-making activities - this can be drawing, painting, chalking, sand, water, gloop, playdough, paintbrushes in 

water to paint the fence or floor, etc - all these activities are great to help develop those fine motor skills to 

encourage pencil control. 

7. Scissor skills - draw lines for your child to cut; straight lines, then wiggly lines, then simple shapes; or use old 

magazine to cut up. 

8. Drawing family pictures - talk about circles for heads, eyes, etc; and what body parts they need to include.  Talk 

about the colours they are using and ask them to choose everybody's favourite colour. 

9. Name writing - use yellow pen for tracing over, or dots to follow - these will both encourage independent writing.  

10. Number game - if you have 1 dice with dots and 1 with numbers, get your child to roll the one with dots on and 

count, then see if they can match the numeral on the other dice. If you haven't got dice, you can use paper with dots 

and number on; or even make our own dominoes to match. 

 

Hopefully that we continue to keep you busy. But please do as much or as little as you would like. These are only 

suggestions of the type of activities we would be doing in Nursery. 

 

                    
                                                                                 



 

 


